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Last Wednesday night at our President’s dinner I gave out two Paul Harris Fellowship certificates to 

Anthony Scott and Peter Lawson. There was to have been a third award and citation that night but the 

recipient, not knowing what was coming up, decided to miss the President’s dinner at the Wellington 

Club for the more luxurious environment of dining in North Korea. 

I have known of this recipient for many years.  We were at school together.  When I came to work in 

Wellington in the early 1970s I had the wonderful mentoring support of his father Max, who being the 

chair of a local cause I was involved in, took a very shy and earnest young man under his wing, showed 

me the ropes and kept me out of trouble.  Max was a great man and so is his son. 

And this is about the son – Denis Kirkcaldie.  A man to morphed into a serious banker first with the 

National Bank and now the BNZ.  A man with close family support with his very supportive wife Jane 

who is here with us today and his daughters, has always had a strong social service commitment.  His 

work with Child Cancer rising to National Chair and receiving life membership in 2008 and further public 

acknowledgement speaks volumes about his commitment to service above self.  

But this is about Rotary.  Denis’s active service within our club from when he first joined in December 

1994 has been continuous.  His Rotary activities covered a wide range not least with the support of 

Trisha, Gerald, Dave and Bryce in leading a team of Rotarians in a bike race around Lake Taupo. 

He stood out as a very effective president of our club in 2006-2007 and since then has immersed himself 

in modernising and expanding our charitable trusts.  The quiet work he does in overseeing the 

investments of the John Ilott Trust and also the club’s own charitable trust leading the modernising of its 

terms of reference and giving it greater credibility and influence cannot be underestimated.  His quiet, 

patient but firm counsel has kept many a president from making a mistake.  He probably holds the 

record for the longest voluntary service on the Rotary Board and for that and all the other help he gives, 

I thank him.   



I have great pleasure in asking Denis Kirkcaldie to come forward and receive a Paul Harris fellowship 

from his club.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
James Austin 

President 


