
 
 

 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
A slow-motion disaster that will change our lives, the economy, our planet for ever 

 We need to mitigate future climate change by reducing our use of fossil fuels  

 We must also adapt to the changes that have resulted from past carbon emissions 

 November 2017 Government committed to a net carbon zero economy by 2050 

 We can make some immediate changes – personally, and as a Club 

 

Personal changes we can make to reduce our contribution to climate change 

1. Commit to plant at least three trees each year (to absorb carbon) 

2. Stop burning coal or gas to heat our homes, including water 

3. Shift to electric heating or solar panels when possible 

4. Choose to walk, cycle or use public transport more often 

5. Choose transport and cars powered by electricity or biofuels when possible 

6. Re-use plastic and paper bags, and plastic containers, at least eight times 

7. Do not accept plastic straws or cups (carry a keep-cup) 

8. Reduce food waste and make compost when possible 

9. Encourage our families to make the same changes 

10. Encourage our workplaces to make the same changes. 

 

Personal changes we can make to adapt to climate change 

1. Make our households more self-reliant in the face of climate change:   

- solar panels, collecting rainwater, energy-efficient design systems 

2. Locate our future buildings and infrastructure to avoid sea level rise 

3. Encourage our families, workplaces and communities to make the same changes 

 

As leaders of social change, what changes we can make together as a Club? 

1. Centennial Project - Forest at the Heart of Wellington - plant 100,000 trees by 2021 

2. Ask all current Club members to commit to the ten action points for mitigation  

3. Make that ten point commitment a condition of joining our Club 

4. Choose venues/partners who actively seek to mitigate and adapt to climate change 

5. Be the first NZ Rotary Club to commit to work toward net carbon zero 2050 for its region 

 taking a community leadership role, working with government, councils, iwi, business, 
and NGOs to support, instigate and lead mitigation and adaptation across Wellington  

 growing more trees; more use of public transport; stopping use of coal or gas for 
heating; changing to solar panels, biofuels, electricity from renewable sources  

6. Seek a commitment to united action from all Rotary clubs in the Wellington region 

7. Seek to expand these commitments, taking a leadership role in Rotary International 
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