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Rotary- Connecting Communities 
Scoped by Peter Lawson and Lynn McKenzie 

    

Call to Action : To make Wellington a city that stands out for “true inclusion” – where 

nobody is left behind. The key aspect of this is providing a network that can identify who the 
lonely are, and identify nearby volunteers to “befriend” and support those that are lonely.  
It’s about establishing and maintaining connections between people. 
 

Partners:  We would look to work with other organisations working in or linked to this 

space that could assist us define and then access the target population. Associated 
organisations might include: Samaritans, St John’s Caring Caller, Aged Concern, Citizen 
Advice, Driving Miss Daisy, Meals on Wheels, and Church Organisations. Additionally, we 
should also link organisations affiliated with Rotary including Probus, Rotaract, Scope, past 
and current recipients of club funds etc. 
 
Rotary’s role would be in the design and initial set up but it is highly likely that non Rotarian 
volunteers and other organisations could be recruited to assist with establishing and then 
the ongoing running of each “neighborhood” scheme once they are up and running. 
 
Wellington Rotary is well suited to start this initiative as we have a strong team of 
individuals with good planning, design, governance, compliance, communications and 
leadership. We also have great network connections into local Government, council, central 
agencies and can work with other Rotarians in our cluster and district to spread the concept 
to the wider Wellington region and further afield if appropriate. 
 
Moreover, we have the extended Rotary family to access from Rotoract through to Probus, 
to draw upon for support and connections. 
 

Current State of Play 
With an aging population and an increased lifestyle where families are spread across the 
globe many people are feeling isolated and lonely.  We recognize loneliness transcends age- 
and does affect all ages. With modern trends encouraging more and more social contact 
through electronic connections the strength of communities is waning and this initiative 
could provide that necessary human kindness element needed to bolster people’s lives.  
In the UK recently they have appointed a Cabinet position to work in this area – the same 
problem appears to exist throughout many developed countries. 
 

Reasons for Change 
We are seeking to restore a feeling of inclusion and support for the less fortunate and lonely 
in our back yard, and then to take the learnings and share them in other areas. 
 

The Imagined Future 
An improved life experience for the lonely and less fortunate in our communities, making 
Wellington and potentially all of New Zealand and better place to live for all. 

http://www.samaritans.org.nz/
https://www.stjohn.org.nz/What-we-do/Community-programmes/Caring-Caller/

