
29 May 2021

 
Well, it's happened. Our gala centennial dinner was held at the Banquet Hall of the

Beehive on Monday evening. Yes, it was two weeks ahead of the actual anniversary of 7
June, but as that is the Monday of Queen's Birthday weekend, we felt justified in making

the shift (Note: That date was also another 'queen's birthday', - Queen Victoria's - for those
not qualified for pub quiz nights). 

 
In the usual words, "a good time was had by all". That enjoyment was immensely

enhanced by the skill of our MC, Lee Wilkinson, by the generosity of our honorary member
Hon. Grant Robertson, who hosted us and spoke, by our guest speakers Simon Dallow,

Shalini Guleria and Stephen Kos, and by the beautiful voice of our own Jenn Lee. 
 

Thanks also to Karen Coutts (Ngai Tahu) who at the last minute stepped up to offer a
heartfelt mihi, and to Dean Michael Brown, a former club President, who triumphed over

the tempestuous winds between our islands, in time to say the opening grace. 
 

Events such as these do not happen without a huge amount of preparation and work
behind the scenes. My thanks to the committee headed by William Sommerville, who
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pulled this altogether.   
 

On the night, I singled out Helen Dobson for commendation. Her attention to detail was
beyond compare, but I'm sure she would be the first to say that it was a team effort. I know
that almost every member of the club had a role of some kind, so my collective thanks to

you all.   
 

My thanks also to non-members who are readers of this newsletter and supporters of our
Club. You are part of that wider Rotary whanau, and whatever your association with us,
past, present or future, we welcome and thank you. The presence of colleagues from

Melbourne, and the messages from Auckland, Calgary, and Rotary International, remind us
that our organisation truly is global.

The speaker - Professor Catherine Iorns, Victoria University 
 

Resource Management Act Reform and Adaptation to Climate Change. 
Catherine has over 25 years' experience on environmental law, indigenous rights,

international law and statutory interpretation. She has received several awards for her
teaching and research on the intersection between environmental law and indigenous

rights. Catherine is on a number of international bodies focusing on the rights of
indigenous peoples & environmental law. 

 
31 May, 17th Floor, James Cook Hotel 

12.30 - 1.30 pm 
 

It is no longer necessary to register for lunch at our meetings 
 

This will be a blended meeting
Zoom Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83167447286 
Meeting ID: 831 6744 7286
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If you can't do your meeting duty, we need you to find a replacement
.  If you need a substitute, please arrange one yourself. As a last resort, ask the President,

the President-Elect (as chair of the club services committee) or the administrator to find
one.  

 
Please be sparing of using this option! 

 
Monday 31 May 

 
Greeters | Colleen Singleton & Luke Qin 

Visitors & Guests | Gray Hughson 
Sergeant | Geoff Eades 

Five Minute Talk | Roger Drummond - Secrets of a Rugby Judiciary Officer 
Introducer & Thanker | Roger Blakeley 

Opening Thought | John Rowe

Speaker - Paul Thompson, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, Radio New Zealand 
Paul Thompson, CEO, Radio New Zealand, pointed out that in today's tumultuous

times, independent journalism matters even more than it has in the past. Market research
shows that people currently rely on even journalism, but have become even more cynical

about it. At the same time, the growth of social media means that as  public media has
grown even more important, it faces reduction in its ability to do the job.  

Paul's conclusion is that for NZ to have a cohesive home-grown media that can serve
everyone, radio journalism must be funded by the Government. 
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Introducing A New Member - Peter Steel 

Introduced to the club by John Boshier, Peter is a civil engineer. He worked for BECA for a
number of years before moving to a position as GM of Kiwi Rail. Peter is currently a
Director on the Boards of the Chaffers and Seaview Marinas and is involved in the

Thorndon Residents' Association. He was involved in the engineering of the Zealandia
pest-proof fence.  

 
Five Minute Talk - Russ Ballard - Rotary Peace and Community Forests Trust 
The Trust enables the scaling up of tree planting while retaining the typical Rotary

approach. For bodies accessing Trust involvement, it pays for for the administration
necessary and some of the cost of the trees. It's real value for planting projects, however,

is in facilitating planting, soliciting financial support, identifying suitable sites and mobilising
volunteers through various sources.  

 
Sergeant's Session - Richard Westlake 

Richard provided evidence to support his theory that since 1940, you have had more
chance of becoming Prime Minister if the first letter of your surname is in the first half of the
alphabet...! Your editor began her life at the start of the alphabet (Brown) and ended up at
the wrong end. Clearly she was too slow with her ambitions for power, however Andrew is

definitely in the running (Although the last PM with the last name starting with M was
Muldoon).

7/06/2021  
Queen's Birthday - NO RCW lunch 

 
14/06/2021  

Peter Hill, Vice President of New Zealand Institute of Forestry and Past President of New
Zealand Forest Owners Association. - 'Where are all the logs going?' 

 
21/06/2021  

Andrea Smith, Ministry of Foreign Affairs - APEC 
 

28/06/2021 
President's Cocktail Party & Change-Over - Speaker: Allan Bollard 

(Change-Over is when the current President bows out and the new steps in).
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Time 
Saturday 5th June 
9:30am – 1:30pm 

 
Location 

Tawatawa Reserve, meet at 2A Murchison St at 9:30. Please note the site is a 5-10
minute walk uphill from the car park.  

 
What You Need 

Sturdy enclosed footwear (gumboots or walking boots), warm layers, a rain jacket, a re-
usable water bottle, bring a spade, gloves and a spade if you have them (otherwise they

can be provided). 
 

What’s Provided 
Water refills, gloves and spade if needed. Refreshments provided by Rotary at 12.30pm. 

  
If you can help out with morning tea supplies, please let Debbie Chin know by txt on

021614967.
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2021 marks the final year of the Forest at the Heart of Wellington Project in partnership

with Conservation Volunteers New Zealand. We have 15,000 trees to plant between June -
September this year to reach our target of 100,000 trees planted by Rotarians in

celebration of our Centenary, and we need your help to achieve this! 

Did you take the Wrong Coat from the Centennial Dinner? 
 

Someone took the wrong coat. Luke Qin would love to get his coat back, because it was a
birthday present! The other jacket is Kathmandu and a woman's. Luke will be happy to

return it to its rightful owner! 

Want to Read Sir Geoffrey Palmer's recent speech 
 

Democracy, Decay and Our Constitution or look on the website under the info on the
next meeting.

District Changeover - 3rd July 2021 
 

Massey University, Palmerston North 
 

Two Of Our Own! 
 

Stepping Down: Gillian Jones District Governor for 2020-2021 
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& 
Stepping Up: Mark Wheeler District Governor for 2021-2022

Centennial Event - Auckland Rotary Clubs 25 June 
 

More on this later, when we've had time to recover from our own celebrations.

Buy a Rotary Centenary
Number Plate Surround

 
Celebrate the Rotary Centenary with a
very attractive number plate surround.
Designed by the Matamata Rotary Club,
they are $15 per set of two. Contact Missy
if you would like further information or
would like to order a set:
secretary@rcw.org.nz

Please note anything you wish to be included in the
newsletter must be received by Andrew and Lee by 5pm
on Wednesday. 
 
Max. Word Count of piece: 200 words 
 
Please note, if we receive something that is too long
(that is more than 200 words), we will have to edit the
piece down.

Centenary Snippet - A Sir Roy McKenzie Memory From the
Centennial Dinner.

 
'Going as a teenager in the 1960s to the Father-Daughter lunches at the Majestic

Cabaret. Many people were fined if in the past week they had been in the newspaper.
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My father was regularly fined if he had a horse racing. It may have won or lost - he
still got fined'! Robyn Gibson

Please ensure that if you can't do your duty, that you find someone to replace you.

Monday 31 May 
 

Greeters | Colleen Singleton & Luke
Qin 

Visitors & Guests | Gray Hughson 
Sergeant | Geoff Eades 

Five Minute Talk | Roger Drummond
- Secrets of a Rugby Judiciary

Officer 
Introducer & Thanker | Roger

Blakeley 
Opening Thought | John Rowe 

 
Monday 7 June - Queen's Birthday 

 
 

NO MEETING - QUEEN's
BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY

Monday 14 June 
 

Greeters | Suzanne Sniveley & Euan
Wright 

Visitors & Guests | Gray Hughson 
Sergeant | Roger Miller 

Five Minute Talk | Peter Cullen 
Introducer & Thanker | Denis

Kirkcaldie 
Opening Thought | Mark Wheeler 

 
 
 

Monday 21 June 
 
 

Greeters | Karen Thomas & Roger
Blakeley 

Visitors & Guests | John Rowe 
Sergeant | Siah Hwee Ang 

Five Minute Talk | John Cook 
Introducer & Thanker | Julie Haggie 

Opening Thought | Marion Eades

- We Value the Support of the Following Organisations -
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You are receiving this email either as a current or former RCW member, a District 9940 representative, or
because you opted in to receive our club newsletter.
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Rotary Club of Wellington · PO Box 10243 · Wellington, 6143 · New Zealand 
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