
2015 marks the 75th anniversary of the Trust's establishment. Over this time the 
Trust, set up by Sir John McKenzie, has given over $83 million to support  
New Zealanders in need.
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Set up in 1940 by Sir John McKenzie (KBE), and 
continued today by his family, the J R McKenzie 

Trust has a long and proud history of helping to build 
stronger communities in New Zealand. Over the past 
75 years the Trust has given over $83 million to 
support New Zealanders in need.

For more information about the McKenzie family 
and Trust you are can visit the McKenzie Room, 
J R McKenzie Trust, Level 4, 116 Lambton Quay, 
Wellington or our website: www.jrmckenzie.org.nz  



 

 
 

 

Sir John Robert (J R) McKenzie, 
1876-1955

Sir John left school at the age of thirteen to 
deliver newspapers. When he died in 1955, 

he was one of New Zealand’s wealthiest men.
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New Zealand mourns the passing of a most generous benefactor and sportsman. 
He was one of our finest citizens, who made an outstanding contribution in 

many directions to the life of our country. 

~ Prime Minister, Rt Hon G S Holland
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Sir Roy McKenzie, 1922–2007

When Sir John passed away in 1955, Sir Roy 
continued the McKenzie family tradition of  

‘service above self’. 

Lady Shirley McKenzie and Sir Roy McKenzie

The Dominion Post editorial and obituary described Sir Roy as  
“The millionaire who mucked in”.

Top: John and the late Peter McKenzie, Sir Roy's sons. 
Bottom: Chris McKenzie and David Vance  

the current family members on the  
J R McKenzie Trust Board.


