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Farewell Message from  District Marie Gillies  

 

It has been my pleasure to lead IWNZ294 through the last 12 months.   

It has been an experience that I would recommend to any of you who 

might consider furthering your Inner Wheel journey in this way.   From 

the first club visit to the last, the hospitality and care has been 

amazing and I thank you all for it.  During my term of office I have 

become even more aware of the significant contribution our 

organization makes in so many ways within our communities and yet it 

goes mainly unheralded outside of our own networks.   I will celebrate 

when our voice is heard loud and clear, throughout the land! 

I have been supported in my role as District Chair,  by a very able and astute District Executive.   My thanks 

go to each and every one of them for the commitment to the roles they have undertaken.  As we look to a 

new Inner Wheel year I am delighted that we have all our positions filled.   

Our District is in good hands  - I wish Carol all the fun and friendship I have experienced in the coming 

year.   

  

Introducing  Carol Woodfield Incoming District Chairman 

 

 

 

I am proud to be involved in Inner Wheel, such an amazing organisation.   I 

thoroughly enjoy the friendship, community service and activities of the vibrant 

Plimmerton Club and District 294. The last 6 years have been quite a learning 

curve for me on the committee, as President, ISO and now on the District 

executive . I also enjoy fundraising which not only benefits the community but 

also strengthens friendships in the club. It is so true that the more you put into 

Inner Wheel the more rewarding it is and I do appreciate the support I have 

had in stepping up. The wonderful Auckland Conference was a great 

opportunity to meet new Inner Wheel friends and tap into the wealth of 

knowledge 

A bit about me. I was born in Scotland in the Loch Lomond area with my schooling in Glasgow and 

University in Edinburgh. I moved to New Zealand in 1982 as my lovely husband, Alastair, is a Kiwi. We 

have 4 grown up children and 2 gorgeous grandchildren. For many years I worked with special needs 

children. I enjoy Golf, walking, pilates, craft, mahjong and travelling.  

I am looking forward to my year as District Chair, implementing the new National Strategy and visiting all 

the friendly clubs.  We will continue with our District ISO project supporting the Ruel Foundation - NZ 

doctors improving the health and lives of thousands of children in the Phillipines, Vanuatu and Fiji.  

My focus this year will be to encourage clubs to nurture their members, invite new people along and to get 

involved. Try something new and above all - have fun! 

My theme for the year is, by coincidence, very similar to the new International Inner Wheel theme of ' 

Together We Can'. 

' Let's Work Together ' 



District Assembly - 13 April 2019 

Carol Woodfield welcomed everyone to the Assembly Day which was a fun packed day with an excellent 

programme to help members understand the administration of their clubs, particularly if you were taking up 

a position for the first time. We had a D minus report from Janet Reidy - how to make fundraising great, an 

address from Marie Gillies encouraging people to put their hands up.  Judi Newborn spoke to us about the 

importance of being on time and there were reports from the District ISO and District Editor. 

 

 

Carol Woodfield incoming District 

Chairman, and 

 

Carol Haskett incoming National 

President 

 

   

 

After a lovely lunch put on by the Plimmerton Ladies we watched a video 

called "The new cheese" - if you missed it you can watch it on You Tube 

and here is the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDNhEYpBPbY 

well worth watching.   

 

Basically the video was about change, how some people want to carry on 

they way we have always done things or do we need to look for new 

ideas.  This was followed by some very healthy discussion and Carol had 

some great feedback about the day. 

D Minus Report  -  FUNDRAISING     

Take out the D - Becomes FUN RAISING 

Fun Raising?   We use the ‘D’ for DOING   

DOING – What for fun?  Table 4 8, Mahjong, Try Something Different, Tasty Tuesday, Book Club,     Craft 

Group, Golf Trip. 

DOING – Community Service, Street Collections, making comfort aids for the Cancer Society. 

DOING – friendship- working together on projects and looking out for each other. 

DOING all this brings us back to putting the ‘D’ back into FUN RAISING  

The D now becomes Dollars that we can Donate to our local community and overseas projects. 

This I think is how we can cover off the Three Objects of Inner Wheel. 

  To Promote True Friendship.   

   To Encourage Ideals of Personal Service.   

    To Foster International Understanding. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDNhEYpBPbY


 Conference  Auckland 2019 

District NZ291 promised everyone a 'cruising’ weekend of Fun, FellowSHIP and Inspiration and I am sure 

everyone who attended will agree they put on a wonderful show with great speakers and fantastic 

entertainment.   

 

 
 

  

We finally "set sail" on Friday afternoon when the flags arrived followed by the banners and the friendship 

(candle) lighthouse was lit.  We had greetings from our National and Past National Presidents and our 

International President Christine Kirby who took out time from her very busy schedule to visit us.  Sue 

Lindsay was the keynote speaker about leadership and how we must come together, supporting each 

other.  This was followed by Cocktail hour and a great night of entertainment. 

 

    

Saturday morning was the business session celebrating achievements and activities and making decisions 

about  the organisation.  The afternoon was taken up by an Open Forum to set the direction for Inner 

Wheel in the future and the Speaker - Diana Thomson had us all involved in some very interesting 

discussions.  The Captains Gala Dinner in the evening was extremely entertaining with lots of good food 

and wine. 

 
 

SINGER  REBECCA  NELSON

 

 

 

 

Sunday morning saw the Remembrance 

Service followed by the Changeover and 

Closing Ceremony.   

A very well worthwhile Conference, lots of 

fun, friendship and networking. 

 

https://iwnzconference.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DSC02884.jpg


Out and About with the Clubs 

EASTERN HUTT 
 

The Eastern Hutt Inner Wheel Club knitting group brought their contribution of garments for the low decile 

schools and Pregnancy Help. An amazing collection of 34 sets of beanies and fingerless gloves and 3 sets 

of slippers for the school children, and 3 bassinet blankets, 5 hats, 8 jackets and booties, and three bright 

coloured sets of a jacket, beanie, booties, and mittens for babies. Huge effort and to think it has been done 

in this hot summer we have been enjoying. Lucky children in our area!  

Our President, Judy Dearsley, also asked for 

donations of toiletries for the medical ward of Hutt 

Hospital. The shampoo, conditioner, soap, shower 

gel, tissues, combs, razors, shave foam, tooth-

brushes, toothpaste etc are made into care packs for 

people who arrive in hospital unexpectedly. We will 

repeat this collection every second month as the 

number of people being admitted to hospital does 

not seem to be on the decline. This not only helps 

the patients, also the nurses who like to see the 

patients appreciating these donated goods.  

  

 

 

Christine Meredith from Eastern Hutt recently hosted a group 

from New South Wales which included Rhonda Sawtell who is 

the incoming President of Orange Inner Wheel Club. Christine 

presented Rhonda with an Eastern Hutt banner. Rhonda and her 

friends were envious of the rain falling in Lower Hutt that day 

and hoped they could take it home to their drought stricken area 

in NSW. Rain did not deter the friendship with many outings and 

Rhonda taught Christine how to play Qwirkle - lots of fun. 

Five Eastern Hutt Inner Wheel “Super Models” and Helen Henderson (Margarette Golding Award 

Recipient) took to the red carpet for a fund raising event for KaraHands. The evening started with canapes 

and juice provided by Club Members. The models wore stunning styles with rich winter tones and enjoyed 

the evening with some dancing to the beat of the music as they paraded. Ballentynes were extremly 

generous with their support for the evening. Lower Hutt New World Supermarket contributed to the raffle 

prizes. Helen Henderson expressed her gratitude to the audience and how much the community support 

benefited her work with the disabled children she cares for. A great evening and a huge success and we 

made in excess of $1000 which will go to Helen Henderson for Kara Hands.  

  
 

 



 

FEILDING 

 

 
 
International Inner Wheel Day 2019 
 
It was great to see everyone at our gathering on IIW Day 
at Patsy’s home for a walk around her garden and a 
lovely afternoon tea which Patsy catered for. We all paid 
a donation towards the St Johns Church hall renovations 
of the ablution block.  
 

The inner Wheel club of FEILDING members have supported the neonatal unit at Palmerston North 

hospital. The knitting of angel pockets, beanies, singles & bootees was delivered by President Lyn Jensen 

and accepted by Donna. They are always grateful for the support shown.  Our projects reflect personal 

service to the community. 

  
 

. 

 

A Coffee Club fundraiser for 

Breast Cancer Pink Ribbon 

appeal was help at Pam 

Turner's home and was a great 

success with many friends in 

attendance 

Lyn Jensen and Julia True at 

the Conference held in 

Auckland in May 

  

 

 

 



KAPITI 

Our club members have had another very busy year, both socially and in the service of the community. As 

in the past we have helped with numerous collections, served food at Foundation for the Blind functions, 

kitted and crocheted blankets, hats and jerseys for needy babies, and kept the local Food Bank supplied 

with egg cartons and other containers. We have also donated to the Australian Drought Appeal and the 

Breast Cancer Foundation. 

In October 2018, Kapiti IW members once again rose to the challenge of making silky pillows for the 

Cancer Society. It’s a great team-building exercise and a number of members contributed to the cutting out, 

sewing up and stuffing of the pillows for breast cancer patients. Photo shows the silky pillow team with the 

results of their labours. 

We also collected bears from Whitcoulls again at Christmas and presented 117 of them to Birthright and 

284 to Foster Hope, a total of 401 bears generously donated by the people of Kapiti. We hope to continue 

this partnership with Whitcoulls to again bring comfort and joy to needy children this coming Christmas. 

Our major fundraiser for this year is to purchase a Lazyboy chair for the residents of Sevenoaks Lodge, 

part of the Kapiti Retirement Trust. We are holding a fashion show fundraiser in May to raise the money for 

this purpose.   

Our members continue to enjoy each other’s company on regular walk & lunch outings, at monthly coffee 

mornings, and playing Rummikub, Scrabble and Mahjong together. Altogether the Club is in excellent 

heart, with an enthusiastic committee and a first and second Vice President in the wings. 

 

Our enthusiastic team of sewers with their silky pillows 

 

 

 

 



MANAWATU CENTRAL CONNECTION 

 

 

 

 

 

In August Sue Webb, who is a Counsellor and Psychologist, gave 
an enlightening talk on happiness and how to manage stress.  

 

 

 

Our chosen charity this year is the Starlight Foundation. The 
foundation aims to bring joy and hope to mental health patients by 
providing gift bags with items such as deodorants, shampoo, 
toiletries and other goodies. Some patients arrive on to the ward 
without any of these basic necessities. On two club nights member 
enjoyed decorating many gift bags to put their generous donations 
into. 

 

        

 

Kathy Simpson founder of the 
Starlight Foundation receiving the gift 
bags from member Jude 

 

 

In April members provided morning tea for the ‘Look 
Good Feel Better’ campaign. Member Lesley shows 
off the yummy baking 

 

We enjoyed visiting Delta gardens where we had the 
opportunity to purchase some of the lovely flowers.  
Movie nights have been a lot of fun also. 

 

 

 



NEW PLYMOUTH NORTH 

 

January Get Together BBQ 

A wonderful evening of friendship with the 

husbands joining us. Hosted at one of our 

lovely members homes. It looked like it was 

going to rain that evening but we were lucky 

with the weather and it was a wonderful 

 

 
Easter Treat for Meals on Wheels. 

 

The ladies all worked hard in their kitchens to bake biscuits for Meals on Wheels recipients. We then 

bagged them up with one of our stickers to say where they were from. We had so many bags of biscuits we 

also gave some to the Food Bank. 

 

 

Knitting Group 

 

As always the knitting group knit 

up a storm and produce lovely 

garments for the Neo-Natal unit 

at Base Hospital. 

 

  
 

 

 

Great Guests 

We had the privilege of having Nicola Ngarewa 

speak at one of our meetings. What an amazing and 

inspirational lady that has come from an 

inspirational family. Nicola’s mother went from being 

the cleaner at Patea primary school to the principal. 

Nicola is the principal of Spotswood College. It was 

very interesting to hear about the innovative work 

she is doing at the local high school. 

 

 

Garden Group 

 

The Garden group meets once a month to explore 

the great gardens of Taranaki and then maybe go 

out for coffee. A great way to get gardening tips and 

a fun afternoon out. 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Fashion Parade 

An evening where fashion and fun came together with 3 Inner Wheel 

ladies strutting their stuff for charity. A Ballentynes fashion show proved to 

be a great fundraiser with the club coming together to sell tickets and 

provide drinks and nibbles. The guests had a wonderful evening watching 

some beautiful fashion on the catwalk. It gave ideas of ways to mix and 

match from the selection in the store with 3 of the club members modelling 

a variety of looks for the upcoming fashion season.  

It was an evening that put the fun into fundraising. 

 

 

We are on the Radio 

Four of our members spoke about Inner Wheel on Access 

Radio in New Plymouth. Pat, Betty, Lynne and Shirley all 

braved their nerves to talk about Inner Wheel and advertise 

all the great things the club has to offer. Pat and Betty are 

both founding members and have a  wide knowledge of Inner 

Wheel. Lynne talked about what it was like to be a new 

member. 

 

 

 

2019 Conference 

What a great time our 4 members had at the 2019 

Auckland Inner Wheel Conference and what a 

pleasure it was to meet the World President. It was 

a great time for members to catch up with friends 

and for our first time attendee to learn new skills and 

meet members from all around New Zealand 

  

 

PALMERSTON NORTH 

Camellia House provide emergency accommodation to women and children, and our club have been 
helping out and supporting them as part of our community service.  They are very appreciative of any 
assistance we can provide.  

 

 



Our member Lynne Wightman has been co-ordinating the collection of toiletries and toilet bags for women 
who are residing at Camellia House - photo shows Lynne with the co-ordinator and some of the donations 
which include toothbrushes, brushes or combs, deodorant, sanitary products and perfume.  

   

A number of our members have been knitting for Te Aroha Noa and Camellia House who support young 
families.  We have donated beanies, peggy square blankets, and childrens jerseys 

 

 

One of our projects is to support women who have 
undergone breast surgery by providing colourful 
shoulder bags to contain drainbags.  Member Mary 
McKenzie cut numerous bags and we then had a 
sewing bee to assemble, sew and iron bags which 
were then donated to Palmerston North Hospital for 
distribution by the Breast Cancer Nurse. 

 

 

PLIMMERTON 

 

 

 

Celebrating International Inner 

Wheel Day  and our first meeting for 

2019.  We enjoyed a pile of pizzas and 

had some fun and games on a glorious 

Wellington Anniversary Day. 

 



 

The Try Something New 

Outings have been 

hugely successful.  

Akatarawa Outing was 

held on Saturday so 

friends and partners were 

able to come to a Country 

Style Band Concert at a 

property in the 

Akatarawas. 
 

 

 

The Alleyways of 

Wellington (which many 

did not know even 

existed) will be repeated, 

it was so interesting 

  

 

 

Some members of Kapiti 

and South Wairarapa 

clubs joined us for a visit 

to our Historic church St 

Albans Pauatahanui and 

lunch. 

 

 

Visit to the Inner Life Flight Trust 

Twenty five of our members went into the 

Life Flight Base at Wellington Airport 

where we were shown around and two of 

the paramedics gave a very informative 

talk.  We were pleased to present them 

with the proceeds from our cafe that we 

held at the Rotary Book Fair 
 

 

Auckland Conference 2019 

Four members of Plimmerton Inner Wheel attended the 

Conference in Auckland.  Three days of fun and friendship with 

a little business.  Greetings from past and present Presidents 

and Christine Kirby our International President. She is a very 

busy lady but managed to fly in for the occasion. 

We had interesting speakers and fantastic entertainment. 

 



SOUTHERN WAIRARAPA 

Bras ‘n’ Cars in Prison - A True Story 

South Wairarapa Inner Wheel has spent hours collecting, laundering, sorting and delivering bras to the 

needy. It is amazing how many women have gone without this, to some of us, vital undergarment. Over the 

years we have sent hundreds to the Solomon Islands, Women’s Refuge, and this year it was decided to 

take around 100 to the Arohata Prison at Remutaka Prison, Wellington. 

 

 

As we had attended District Assembly at 

Whitby, reputedly not far from the prison, 

we thought we’d deliver them the same 

day. Our ISO Team for this ‘operation’ 

was Liz, Kathleen and me. It turned out 

to be a chapter of incidents, or perhaps 

‘accidents’ is a better word. 

 
 

Our driver, Liz, who was showing off the new car she’d owned for just a week, headed out to the parked car 

straight after the meeting. Her key didn’t seem to work properly to open the driver’s door. 

“Er…. That’s my vehicle,” an elderly gentleman advised in a very polite and understanding manner. 

Embarrassed, Liz successfully unlocked her smaller car parked  immediately in front of the gentleman’s 

car. His was the same size and colour as her previous vehicle. So, that sorted, it was off to the prison we 

went. 

 

Liz had lived in the Wellington region for a long time and had a route all planned on roads she knew. 

Unfortunately part of that route had lots of red cones and a sign saying “Closed Except for Local 

Residents.” Liz followed her predetermined route (and she had been a local) until we came to a dead end. 

After executing a four point turn we then followed the detour.  

 

Liz almost turned down a road to the Live Ammunition Range, as we approached the prison,  aka to us, the 

”Firing Squad”. We found the correct street and looked for the gate which was supposed to be “just after an 

old house”. However, there were three roads to choose from, the low road, the middle road and the high 

road. We chose the low road, tiki toured and reversed here and there, and found no sign of a gate. Finally 

we saw a man who told us it was ok to go down an even lower road with lots of ‘No Admittance’ signs. 

Kathleen was becoming quite perturbed by this time. She did not want her photo taken there. She’d never 

been to a prison and decided to hide behind her sunglasses. 

 

 “Perhaps I should put my scarf around my face” she suggested.  

 

 “Kathleen, don’t” I insisted, remembering that New Zealand was on high security alert and we were 

in a place where suspicious looking wanderers would be dealt with forthwith. 

We found a building with a door rather than a gate and a man about to enter. He signalled for us to go up 

the hill. I hopped out for directions, and on my return to the car saw Liz backing away. Having no inclination 

to stay outside the men’s prison I indicated so quite unambiguously. Just after I climbed in a Security man 

in a jeep truck and trailer drove alongside.  

 

 “Are you lost?” he asked. Quite some detective, we thought. 



By this time Kathleen had removed her glasses. We explained that we had boxes of bras to take to the gate 

of the women’s prison. Leaning forward from the back seat Kathleen piped up, “Perhaps you might like to 

deliver them for us?” she asked. Well, you should have seen his face. No verbal refusal was necessary. 

Anyway, he offered to lead us there and patiently waited while Liz parked the car outside the gate in that 

bemused way men can have in such situations. By this time Kathleen, having now lost almost all her 

inhibitions, was outside the car helping direct Liz into the carpark. Being raised to always be polite she 

made polite small talk to the Security man. 

 

“Isn’t it nice and peaceful here,” she commented, admiring the pukeko grazing nearby.  “Not always” was 

his reply.  He directed us to the gate and we finally delivered the bras, much to the delight of the 

Corrections Officer. We toddled off home, laughing like teenagers. Kathleen later realised she had had her 

badge on when speaking to the Security man! So much for anonymity!  

 

Cobblestones Museum’s new exhibition, “38 Sections, 38 Stores” 

Our speaker at the March meeting was Annabelle O’Meara who told us about the new Cobblestones 

Exhibition which opened on 24 February called “38 Sections, 38 Stories”. See photo below of the Research 

team at the opening, with Koumatua Nelson Rangi.  

 

Annabelle became involved with the exhibition when it was intended to commemorate Greytown 100 years 

ago as well as to tell some stories of young men from the Wairarapa who left for WW1. Funding and 

perceived over-exposure to the WW1 days led to a changed focus. When Thomas Nieuwenhuis, a 

graduate from the Victoria University of Wellington Architecture department came to Cobblestones on a 

three month residency, he made an exquisite model of the Main Street in Greytown, which became a ‘shot 

in the arm’ for the Research Team. This cost $3000 and was funded by the Cobblestones Trust Board. 

Some of the components of the impressive exhibition are as follows:  

1. 38 illustrated summaries about each of the sections 
2. Three large panels describing the Crown (1853 acquiring land from the mana whenua … leading to 

the Small Farms Settlement.  1.5m acres left Maori hands, in 41 deeds in a payment of 23,500 
pounds. 

3. A projector shows 60 images of old Greytown.  
4. Notes on the Exhibition, by Thomas and a Mihi, written in te reo Maori and English 
5.  Artwork by Tina Rae Carter of  stylised rooftops with the Waiohine River on the floor. 

Annabelle emphasised the significance of Papawai, reminding us that our history is not just after the 

European settlement but went back hundreds of years and beyond. 

 



TAWA 

The second half of the Inner Wheel Year was time to review our goals and explore opportunities to help 

achieve these outcomes.  Working alongside the local Salvation Army an idea to invite local groups to 

decorate tables with a Christmas theme and display in the Tawa mall Atrium became a reality in December.  

This event ran concurrently with the Tawa community Christmas parade and profits from the public voting, 

for their favourite table, went towards the Food Bank.   

 

October the club was in the community once again with participation in ‘Spring Into Tawa”; an annual local 

festival event.  The service work undertaken by the club was displayed alongside information about Inner 

Wheel for the purpose of informing the public and possibly attracting new members.  

 

 

 

In January and February planning began for 

our largest fundraiser – The Women’s Health 

and Beauty Expo.  Sponsorship from local 

businesses helped with seeding money and 

advertising.  Look Good Feel Better, our 

National Project, was the recipient of funds 

raised. A speaker from the organisation 

opened the event and material about the 

support LGFB gives available through a 

specific display. Twenty plus exhibitors, 

displaying a wide range of goods and 

services, 100 plus attendees, spot raffles, 

spot prizes, nibbles and giveaways 

contributed to another very successful event. 

 

Hospital bags, knitting blankets, the making of silky pillow and catering have continued as the club’s 

mainstays of service. 

An invitation to the Inner Wheel club of Plimmerton for indoor bowls and fellowship in May, delivering 

Mothers’ Day flowers and collections for the food bank will complete another successful and busy year. 

At the beginning of the Inner Wheel year the club discussed and agreed on outcomes the club would like to 

achieve.   The members felt it was important to increase awareness of Inner Wheel as an organisation by 

having a presence in the community, at the same time contribute to the Tawa area through service and 

attract new members.  

Our annual quiz night was held in August with funds going towards the local Tawa Community Patrol.  This 

event involves members from outside the Inner Wheel family and is one activity which raises the 

organisations profile.  

Invitations were sent to clubs and friends to attend the 

September monthly meeting with guest speaker Amelia Kerr – 

white Fern Cricketer known for her one-day limited overs score 

of 232.  Amelia impressed those in attendance with her 

wisdom as she spoke about the way she manages a life of 

study with high- performance sport. Over 60 attendees 

participated in this special evening – an incredible role model 

displaying such humility and modesty. 

 

Amelia Kerr sharing her Journey 

  



UPPER HUTT 

Our speaker for the first meeting of the 2018-19 Inner Wheel year was Jacqui from Lagan’s Pharmacy who 
gave an informative and helpful talk on “Health Advice for the Older Person”. She included a simple test 
which indicated whether or not we had enough Zinc in our diet; an important trace element for older people. 
Also in July we provided food and models for a fashion Parade to raise funds for “Look Good, Feel Better”.  
  
September was a busy month with Walk and Talk on the 1st when we invited the Inner Wheel Club of 
Eastern Hutt to join us for coffee at The Quinn’s Post Tavern and walked to Golders Cottage, one of Upper 
Hutt’s earliest pioneer cottages, built in 1876. 
 
On Daffodil Day several of our members helped to staff the Daffodil Day shop which was well supported by 
the public and by the Cancer Society.  
 
When Josie Jamieson, visited from the Inner Wheel Club of Gosnells, Western Australia Ethel Gray put on 
a luncheon. In March this year we were visited by another member of that club, Margaret Redfern who was 
visiting her sister who lives in Upper Hutt.  
 

 

President Lynne Otway presents flowers to Margaret 
Redfern. Margaret’s sister, Shirley Maine is seated 
on the left. Joyce Castle who invited them to our 
meeting is seated on the right. 

 
Our speaker for September was Biddy Harford, CEO 
of Te Omanga Hospice who spoke about the rebuild 
of the Hospice which will be receiving its returning 
patients on 30th April. We were able to give a 
donation to assist in completing the rebuild. 
 

 
In October we were visited by our District Chairman 
who inducted a new member to our club.  
 
 Marilyn Anderson being inducted  
 by District Chairman, Marie Gillies 
 

Also in October we held a sewing bee to make heart 
pillows for the Heart Unit at Hutt Hospital. These 
pillows are used to protect operation sites following 
surgery or pacemaker implants. As a result of this 
activity we are looking forward to inducting another 
new member.  
 
Sewing Bee 

 



For International Inner Wheel Day in January we held an international potluck lunch at Judi and Phil 
Newborn’s place.  
 
In March, Kirsty Jackson spoke to us about Caninspire, an organisation which supports people coping with 
illness, trauma and loss by running workshops: CanBead, a jewellery workshop and CanTackle, a fly 
fishing workshop. Our club is now collecting old jewellery to provide materials for the jewellery workshops. 
 
 

WELLINGTON 

2018-19 has been a busy year.  In August we collected 51 pairs of new/second hand shoes and 35 pairs of 

socks.  These were given to a school in Newtown, Wellington.  The children were so excited to be given 

socks and shoes.  There were even enough shoes to keep some in reserve for the future. 

 

We have continued to have “sewing bees” making hygienic items for women and every one of these items 

is received with heartful thanks. 

 

We continue to have inspirational speakers each month one of whom was the head of Arohata Women’s 

Prison.  We donated bags filled with items that would be helpful to a women leaving prison.  This initiative 

we are carrying forward into the next year. 

 

David Dell, a composer, publisher, archivist,, historian and minister of religion entertained us with music 

from World War I.  A very entertaining night and everyone enjoyed singing. 

 

Our involvement in Oxted sale each year is a lot of fun and also raises a considerable amount of money for 

our charity fund. 

 

 

 

Look Good Feel Better really 

appreciate the provision of home–

made slices and sandwiches 

 

 

 
Of course we had a very busy and exciting time hosting the District Meeting.  Our theme was purple and 

white as it was 125 years of Woman’s Suffrage. 

 

Our Christmas function was amazing and we collected a huge array of items for Women’s Refuge 

 

 

 



 

 

Give a Smile Update - Wow!  We have already operated on more than 100 children during the 

past twelve months, mostly to rectify their cleft lip/palate.  It is such a joy to see lives changed radically after 
just 30 minutes in surgery and at the cost of only $250. 

 

We have some great news!  We have 
started our new building! 

 

 
 
Due to the generous support of individual donors and 
many people attending fundraising events over the past 
year, we have been able to start the build process. 
  
The new building will house our boys that are aged 8 
years and over. Our crisis/rescue home on the island of 
Romblon, is now at it's maximum occupancy, so it is 
necessary to transfer the children as soon as possible 
to our main home "Ruel House" in Calapan City. 
   
These children come from physical and sexual abuse 
so it is not wise or appropriate to house the boys and 
girls in the same building. 

  
   
Volunteers Extraordinaire 
 
We have a lovely couple, Tim and Petrina Davison 

who have come from Tauranga, NZ to the 

Philippines, along with their two young children.  They 

have committed to a year as "Orphanage Managers" 

and are also taking care of all the volunteers that 

come to help.   

 

We have just celebrated our 12th Foundation Day Anniversary.  It was great to celebrate all the good things 
that are happening at Ruel Foundation-Give a Smile.  The staff and children at Ruel House, in Calapan 
City, all joined together to compete against each other with dramatic presentations.  It was extremely 
powerful!  We were brought to tears and laughter as the dramas portrayed everything that we do here. 

 

 

 

   



Look Good Feel Better 

IWNZ is delighted to be supporting the work of Look Good Feel Better NZ as our 

National Service Project.  So far we have raised over $30,000 for this very 

worthwhile cause. 

 

At the Conference Claire O'Higgins 

from LGFB spoke to us about the Look 

Good Feel Better free classes to 

support any patient with any cancer. 

Inner Wheel Clubs across NZ are 

supporting LGFB through various 

fundraising and without our help LGBF 

would not be able to help as many 

women as they do now.  She couldn't 

thank us enough.  

 

  

In Remembrance 

 

Let us not forget our dear friends who are no longer with us, they will be sadly missed. 

 

 
 

 

 Lois Scott - New Plymouth North 

Ethel Little - Kapiti 

Barbara Elizabeth Sander - Kapiti 

 

 

 

 

Honoured Active Members 

Kath Clapcott - Kapiti 

Mary Egley - Wellington 

Viviene Spanjaard - Wellington 

Jillian Carpenter - Wellington 

 

 



 

 

 

Objects of Inner Wheel 

To Promote True Friendship 

To Encourage the ideals of Personal Service 

To Foster International Understanding 

 

 

 

Dairy Dates upcoming events 

 

29 June  District Meeting/AGM/Changeover 

 

9 November  District Meeting 

 

18 April 2020 District Assembly 

 

TBA June District Meeting/AGM/Changeover 

 

TBA Conference Queenstown 

 

March 2021 Convention Jaihpur India 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Parting Thoughts 

  

The Alphabet starts with ABC  

 Numbers start with 1  2 3     

 Music starts with Doe Rae Me 

 Friendship starts with  

 YOU AND ME 

 

 

https://www.innerwheel.org.nz/blog/438464

