
Hyperlinks 101

Can you trust them?



What is a hyperlink?

•A hyperlink leads to a another position within or 

outside the website



Why bother?

Clicking on a hyperlink is a lot easier than opening a 

new tab or window and (correctly) typing in a web 

address… such as:

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-shooting/111670009/the-power-of-

haka-how-mori-culture-has-bound-aotearoa-since-the-chch-attacks?

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-shooting/111670009/the-power-of-haka-how-mori-culture-has-bound-aotearoa-since-the-chch-attacks


What does one look like?

• The convention for a hyperlink is underlined blue text 

• Sometimes the underline is omitted, but there is usually a 

visual cue such as a different colour, font or bold emphasis, 

such as Keep Reading >> or Click here



Activating the hyperlink

•As you move your cursor over the link it will turn into 

a hand symbol. 

• Hover over the link and left click once and the link will open



What happens next?

Depending how the link has been set, clicking on it will 

either open either:

• In the same tab – typically links within the website

• In a new tab – typically links outside the website

How to spot the difference…
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Are they safe?
• Is it a site that is familiar, one that you recognise?

• Is it within the same website?

• If not, is it a secure site? Look for the padlock and https:// in the address

No padlock, no https:// - be cautious



I’m in unfamiliar territory, 
what do I do?

•Close the tab or

•Go back

And make sure you are running anti-virus software


