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Retrospective Consent 
Application to PCC by the 
Ground-up Café 

The Council hearings to consider this 
application for retrospective approval for 
unconsented buildings and expansion of 
seating from 35 to 65 patrons have been set.  
They will be held on 17, 18 and 19 November 
in the Council Chambers before an 
Independent Commissioner.  

People who provided a submission in 
February 2014 and asked to be heard are the 
only ones who can speak to the hearings 
along with expert witnesses and the 
applicant.  All those submitters should have 
received information recently from Council, 
and if not they should contact Stuart Smith, 
Consents Planner email ssmith@pcc.govt.nz 

Given eight months have elapsed since 
submissions closed, people who present 
orally at the hearings are advised to 
summarise and update their submission on 
paper to be tabled when they speak. Only 
issues which you have raised in your initial 
submission can be discussed and expanded 
on at the hearings.  

Those who are interested in seeing Council’s 
response to the Café’s application, (the  

Planners Report, and the Traffic Report are of  

 

particular interest); can view  these papers on 
the Porirua City Council website 
www.pcc.govt.nz look under ‘Public 
Consultations and Upcoming Hearings’ and 
click on ‘Notified Resource Consent - 
GroundUp Café’. 

PRA Committee meeting – 
October 2014 

For a copy of the October minutes please 
refer to the PRA website 
www.pauatahanui.org.nz.  In summary: 

 The PRA heard that PCC is to commission 
a traffic impact report related to the 
retrospective notified resource consent 
application of Mr Ellis. 

 PCC will be investigating with NZTA the 
type of road barrier options to improve 
safety at the bottom of Josephs Banks 
Drive pedestrian access to the Village. 

 The Village Plan proposal for a bus shelter 
outside the Pauatahanui School has not 
received the buy-in required from the 
School or Ministry of Education. As a 
result, the PRA agreed to shelve the 
project at this stage. 

 A Pauatahanui History Trail is in the early 
stages of planning.  A couple of historic 
trail panels will be worked up to start the 
project off.  These panels will have  

 
historic input from Pataka staff. 

 The PRA will support a community 
project to erect a WWII Honours Board at 
the St Alban’s Church, Pauatahanui. 

 PRA’s Diane Strugnell presented to the 
Hearing on Plan Change 16 Network 
Utilities.  The Hearing will be reconvened 
no later than 14 November.  

 Onsite Wastewater licensing by PCC has 
been problematic for a number of 
residents. The PCC has advised that they 
have made some oversights in 
information provided to residents.  PCC 
are currently changing some of their 
processes to address these oversights. 

 PRA members who qualify are invited to 
become part of the online Pauatahanui 
website business directory. Please refer 
to the website for more information.  

The next meeting of the PRA Committee is 
scheduled for 18 November 2014.  
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Introducing Guardians of the 
Pauatahanui Inlet Inc (GOPI)  
Pauatahanui Inlet has many guardians – local 
people, visitors, iwi, and a special community 
group that has been going strong for almost 
24 years. In 1991 several local residents got 

together and 
formed Guardians 
of Pauatahanui Inlet 
because they feared 
that the natural 
habitats of the Inlet 
had for several 
years been under 

threat from human activities around its 
shores. We’ve been looking out for the Inlet 
ever since and this year we were delighted to 
win the Porirua section of the Wellington 
Airport Regional Community awards in the 
Environment and Heritage category. We’ve 
been on National Radio and we often feature 
in the local press. So let’s spell out what we 
do: 
 We educate through our teaching 

resources, our comprehensive website 

and our newsletter. 

 We celebrate through our annual photo 
competition, our website, our newsletter 
and public events.  

 We monitor through our cockle surveys.  
 We protect through our support for the 

Porirua Harbour Strategy and Action 
Plan, Inlet-related workshops and 
activities and our annual clean-up. 

 We advocate through media publicity 
and by preparing submissions on plans, 

proposals and resource management 
applications affecting the Inlet and its 
catchment. 

 We support research by disseminating 
results from central and local government 
studies and other research work. 

We are well respected in the community and 
the media, and by Porirua and Wellington 
Regional councils. You’ve no doubt seen the 
winning prints in our annual photo 
competition, sponsored by local businesses. 
They’re on display April to June each year 
around the area, most conveniently for 
Pauatahanui residents at the Lighthouse 
Cinema. The competition regularly attracts 
well over 300 prints in all age groups – Junior, 
Youth and Open. In 2014 some of our 
younger photographers were so good they 
beat the adults in the Open section! 
Our three-yearly cockle survey provides all 
our members with the opportunity to be part 
of an important scientific exercise. You may 
have seen us out on the Inlet at the end of last 
year, digging, sieving and measuring the 
cockles, which are an important indicator of 
Inlet health. Many residents of Pauatahanui 
took part in this event. If you check our 
website, you’ll see that the results of the 
latest survey are very heartening. 
Members and local residents also take part 
enthusiastically in our annual Inlet clean-up, 
run in partnership with Keep Porirua 
Beautiful. We gather on a suitable November 
Sunday morning (this year it’s 30 November) 
to give the Inlet a good clean-up before 
summer – and then we enjoy a BBQ sausage 
cooked by Plimmerton Rotary volunteers. 

We’d love to have you join us to make our 
voice even stronger. You can find us at 
www.gopi.org.nz 
 
By Tony Shaw 
Chairperson, GOPI 
 
 

Sieving for Cockles, Pauatahanui Inlet 
 

 
 

 

 

Village Beauty Salon Wins 
Award 

Lavender Room Skin & Beauty Therapy, 
housed in the old Taylor Stace Cottage has 
won the Westpac Porirua Micro Business 
award. 

At just three years old this business has 
ticked the boxes, meeting criteria set by 
Porirua Chamber of Commerce for being well 
run, dynamic, adaptable to market trends, 
innovative, investing in technology and 
developing strong customer relationships. 

Initially selected for the Vibrancy, Tourism, 
Hospitality category, “we were surprised this 
was selected for us however our Spa Party 
and Escape to Pauatahanui initiatives, aimed 
at showcasing Pauatahanui as a destination, 
must have proved interesting to the judges.  

We have such wonderful history, walkways 
and entertainment here in the village, I 
believe we should work together to highlight 
our region” says Stephanie Manning, 
Owner/Therapist. 

Lavender Room specialise in skincare and 
relaxation therapies, offering advanced 
techniques to return your skin to its optimal 

health (plus the usual salon treatments). The 
therapists are knowledgeable and passionate 
about helping clients achieve their goals with 
a holistic approach to overall wellbeing for 
improved appearance and lifestyle, “we are 
happy to educate our clients on the effects of 
external factors and lifestyle choices – if 
they’re interested!” says Stephanie. 

Open Tuesday to Saturday, phone 237 9115 
or visit www.lavenderroom.co.nz 
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