
Social connections 
Newcomers Network 

Laure Romanetti 
 



Susan Pinker  
Prof of Social Psychology 
McGill University, Canada 
 

 
Prof Jacques Poot 
Waikato University 

Acknowledging those who inform my practice 
 

Mai Chen  
Professor at the UoA School 
of Law 



Will the coming census tell us that most 
of  the people who live in Albany are 
Newcomers?  



• The NCN was a programme of an incorporated Society.  
• Funding varied from 7 – 15K per year, it came from:  
The Upper Habour Local Board,  
The Office of Ethnic Communities,  
The Lottery. 
 
Method: 
• Find out what newcomers want to do 
• Make it happen through weekly activities and monthly events. 
• Follow MBIE's guidelines: 



Find out what Newcomers want to do. 
Establishing stats from the  

Newcomers Network Website.   
• 73,179 pages viewed 
• 74.36% New Zealand 
• 24.02% Auckland 
(NZNN Website statistics, 31 March 2015-31 March 2016.) 



Getting the word out on Social Media  
and regular media:  

 

Korea Post 



Getting the word out through the means 
of communications people use. 

2015-16, in contact with approximately 1500 newcomers. The network kept growing. 



Getting help: 
Networking - Collaborating - Recruiting 

… and make it happen! 
•Harbour Sport-ActivAsians  
•ARMS  
•ELP 
•CAB  
•Albany Chinese Association  
•Hearts and Minds  
•Kaipatiki Project- A Rocha  
•MBIE  
•Libraries  
•Etc… 
 
Publications of articles  
•TANI newsletters  
•ARMS WISE Newsletter  
•MBIE-NZIS In Harmony (Immigration Magazine)  
•Welcoming Communities  
 
Ongoing support from the North Shore Times and North Harbour News, 
developed a close relationship with the local reporters .  



Weekly activities create 
recurring encounters 
favouring more 
meaningful 
connections.  
 

Monday:  
•Qi  Qong 
•Walking group 
•Boomerang Bags 
•ELP – ESOL classes 
 



Walking Group 



Boomerang Bags - 
Sewing sustainable 



Fighting plastic pollution 





English 
Language 
Partners 



Tuesday:  
Preschool play 

Parenting workshops 



Summer and Winter Fun 
ASB Working Bee. 



 Sasi, Isa, Homer 
and Dastan... 



Dastan Tahir Othman: Artist  



Parenting and babysitting workshops 



Wednesday: Art Classes 



Community 
Murals 



Thursday: 
Preschool Play 
ESOL classes 
Boomerang Bags 



Friday:  
Summer Fun – Preschool play 

Cozy Coffee and a chance to Chat! 
Ukulele Band 
Dot Painting  

Most posters translated in Chinese, Korean, Farsi, Arabic 

and Russian 



 

Cooking demonstrations & Guest speakers 
 
 



When the 
preschoolers meet  

the older ukulele player 



Dot Painting with Dastan 



Events - Celebrations 
 



 
 

Thanks Giving 
 
 

 



Christmas 



Chinese New Year 
Dragon Boat Festival 



Pink Ribbon Breakfast 
 



“The village effect” 
Susan Pinker 

Pot Luck Diner 3 years old to 83! 
17 nationalities 

 

 



Planting Day 
Newcomers provided the catering 



Transgenerational Forum 
When wisdom meets youth 
 



 

Supporting the  
Albany Chinese Association  

accessing funding 



Inclusive*Connected*Curious*Solidarity*Laughter 





Noruz and Neighbours' Day 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j

FNZUhqdiXg&feature=youtu.be 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFNZUhqdiXg&feature=y
outu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFNZUhqdiXg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFNZUhqdiXg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFNZUhqdiXg&feature=youtu.be

