
KUSMT US Marines Hut 
Technical report 

Foundations Compacted shingle 
Bearers: three x 6 m. long laid transversely to the line of the hut 
Connected to ground with Baytex PE26 soil anchors 
 

Sub-floor 
framing 

Treated pine joists 

Floor Original matai floor panel 
Old varnish was stripped using Cooper’s Restoration Kit  

Wall framing The building was constructed from two two-man hut modules, so 
there were two panels on each side wall. The panels are connected 
with steel nuts and bolts that were in good enough condition to re-use. 
When used as a cottage at Tiromoana Road, an 18 inch extension panel 
was inserted at floor level to provide a higher stud, apparently to make 
the cottage compliant with local building regulations. This lower panel 
was removed in the restoration process. 
The framing is 50 x 50 mm framing. 
50% is the original rimu and 50 % is treated pine replacement. 

Roof framing The framing is 50 x 50 mm framing. 
50% is the original rimu and 50 % is treated pine replacement. 
Original steel nuts and bolts are used. 

Exterior 
cladding 

The original rimu weatherboards were, in some cases, rotted or split 
and had in any case been cut short in the process of modifying the hut 
as a dwelling in Tiromoana Road.  
All weatherboards were therefore replaced with treated pine cut by 
Placemakers to conform to the original profile. Placemakers treated 
them with primer on all sides. 

Roof cladding Marine ply sheets, 18 mm. 
Butynol, applied by John Clutterbuck Roofing, 18 Manchester St., 
Paraparaumu; P. (04) 298 8799 

Window 
framing 

Main window was a rimu salvaged frame pivoted half-way down. 
Frames and slats for the side vents were created from lengths of 
original rimu weatherboard. 

Windows Laminated glass (as for windshield) supplied and installed by Glassfit 
Ltd. 

Fastenings and 
fittings 

Shelves of treated pine 
Stainless steel or brass hinges and other hardware 

Painting Exterior walls: Resene Lumbersider ‘Planter’ (4 litres) 
Doors and window frames Resene Lustracryl ‘Planter’ semi-gloss 
enamel (1 litre) 
Interior: grey. Since the original was unlined and unpainted this was an 
attempt to make new primed weatherboards conform to the same 
appearance. 



Electricity Electrical contractor, Andre Stratford  (Stratford Electrical, M. 027 289 
6195; andre@stratfordelectrical.co.nz  
Power cable was laid in trench from power box on the fence east of 
Memorial, through bush path to foundation pad. 
Belkin surge-protector multi-plug. 

Lighting Infra-red sensor above the window, when activated by movement, 
switches on replica kerosene lanterns and supplementary lighting. 
Lighting was installed by Toulouse Limited, a Wellington company 
specializing in museum installations. Ph 04 977 1078 
www.toulouse.co.nz   

Door hardware Stainless steel door hinges and latch. Lock is a Digilock (bought online 
from Australia). The code for the panel is C2578X. 
 

Plumbing Nil 

Access ramp Treated pine 

Other KCDC did not require a building consent because the hut is intended as 
an exhibit and is not for public access. 
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