
COVID-19 Protection Framework

The COVID-19 Protection Framework lays out our 
domestic response measures for a highly vaccinated population

It supports the next steps of New Zealand's reconnection with 
the world.
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Minimise and Protect
Minimisation means that we are aiming to keep the spread of COVID-19 at as low a level as possible. 

It means containing and controlling any outbreaks, and if practical to do so, stamping it out.





Trigger for the transition

• Vaccination coverage across the overall population and equity of vaccination 
coverage

• Auckland to move into the new framework when 90 percent of eligible population in each of the 
three DHBs are fully vaccinated.

• 90 percent fully vaccinated target set across each DHB region before rest of the country moves 
into new system.

• Once the South Island reaches a 90% vaccination rate in all areas there is the potential to 
transition to the new system.

• Each option will be considered closer to the time.

Other supporting tools
• The capacity of the health and disability system to manage COVID-19 cases (including across public 

health, primary health care, community services and secondary care).
• Testing, contact tracing and case management capacity.
• The transmission of COVID-19 within the community, including its impact on key populations.



Next steps 
• Late-October: Further details provided on the implementation of COVID-19 Vaccination certificates, 

including any primary legislation to enable CVCs to be used as anticipated.

• Mid-November: Further details developed on progress for the transition plan for Auckland and the 
rest of NZ.

• Throughout November:
• Further advice developed on new testing, tracing and isolation strategies.
• Further advice developed on potential new approach to economic supports.
• Further work on a revised approach to welfare and community-based supports, including food 

and other essential wellbeing provisions.

• Ongoing: Work continues in operational readiness for a switch to the new approach and its 
new implementation.


